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Sarhul festivals which is kept in February. Somé advanced Kha- 
riyás wear the Janao or sacred thread at this festival. The Bisu 
festival kept in March is peculiar to the Khariyas. The names of their 
dances are Kharid, Gend, Lahasua and Tháriyá; and they are more 
energetic in their execution than the Mundas and other Kolarian tribes. 
Their usual stimulant is the rice beer of the country which they prepare 
for themselves. 

Ceremonies for the dead.—The Khariyds of the Lohardaga district 
are a well-to-do and advancing people, and the result is that they have 
acquired a number of customs which did not belong to them originally. 
Thus I believe that formerly they used only to bury their dead, but 
now they have learnt to burn them. The most approved ceremony now 
is as follows:—The body is buried with a vow that it will be burnt 
within a certain time (sometimes as much as two or three years). At 
the time appointed, the body is exhumed and burnt, and the bones 
and ashes are put into an earthen pot and thrown into the chasm 
of any rock in the vicinity of the village or near a river. Jn such 
cases they believe that the body waits intact for the burning cere- 
mony, even though it be for years. These customs refer entirely to 
the Khariyás of the Lohardaga district, little or nothing being known 
about the small and degenerate branches inhabiting the most jungly 
parts of Man’bhtm and Sing’ bhúm, and who are said to be in habits 
and appearance more like the Birhors and Juangs. 


Couplets or ‘ Baits’ on the coins of Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir, the son 
of Akbar, collected by Cuas. J. Ropcurs, M. R. A. S., Associate Mem- 
ber, Asiatic Society of Bengal.* 


So far as I can ascertain there are no coins before the time of Akbar 
which bear couplets or baits of Persian poetry. I know only of two 
coins of Akbar which have couplets on them. One of these is a rupee 
struck at Alláhábád in the 44th and 45th years of his reign. I have 
seen this rupee also without a year or month. It is said to have been 
struck by Jahangir when in rebellion against his father. The couplet 
runs thus :— 

Obv. ob rae slo 5 see y) pase Ained 
Rev. olal ae oka G5 Gye 

i. e. ‘May the coin of Allahabad be always current like the golden 

disk of the sun and the moon in the East and in the West of the world.’ 


* [The translations of the couplets have been supplied by Maulawi Mirza Ashraf 
Ali of the Calcutta Madrasah. Ep. ] 
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The month Abén comes under the first line and the year 44 under 
the second one in one rupee I have. Another one has Farwardin month 
and year 45. A third I have has neither year nor month, 

There is a mohur extant, but very rarely met with, of Akbar’s. It 
was struck at Agra towards the latter end of his reign. Mr. Theobald 
of Bedford has one of the 44th iláhí year. I have one of Isfandarmuz, 
49th year iláhí. Mr. Delmerick* edited one of 50th year čtláhí, month 
Khurdád, but which he reads “jahis 52’ Now Akbar began to use the 
Tlahi year and Persian months in his 30th year on his coins, and he never 
used the word jalus. This word began to be used by Jahangir (see 
Marsden Pl. XL and XLT). Akbar uses iláhí instead of jalús. I have 
seen Mr. Delmerick’s-mohur. It reads distinctly ə% that is 50. 

The couplet on the mohur is :— 

Obv. aw Jy wel E NG slà TEN BZ GSI wy 
T Rev, styp spise h olea! s w Ù oahi eg jol 

1. e., ‘The sun of the seal of Akbar Sháh is the honour of this gold 
(coin) as long as the earth and the sky is adorned with the luminous sun. 
Struck at Agra. Isfandármuz—49 Iláhí.? ; 

The mint occupies the lowest line and is no part of the couplet. 
On the reverse the month and year are out of the poetry. 

When Jahángír came to the throne the Amíru-l-Omará composed a 
couplet, which I have seen on round and square rupees struck in Láhor 
and on round rupees of Akbarnagar, Kashmir, and Qandahar. It is 
as follows :— 

Oby. sw, st? Sis csitygd dle ty e 

Rey. sob pst pSlke polly) sto 

,‘ Shah Niru-d-din J ahangir, son of Akbar dsb Ak has rendered 
the ae of gold shining like the sun and the moon.’ oo: 

In the Tuzak-i-Jahangiri we are told that Asaf Khan was ordered 
to make the following couple of baits on large gold coins, one on the 
obverse and one on the reverse :— l 

‘Obverse Í so a » 7 a > a i 
l fke wo stb y 8) 
t. e., ‘Fhe divine pen has written on (this) gold (coin) in bright 
characters Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir.’ ; 
Reverse f wt ily? AS thls Jy 9 Os 
Gil) zy TE Llio olif 

i. e., ‘The world became illuminated by- this coin as by the sun, — 

(consequently). Aftdb-i-mamlahat is the date.’ 


* Journal A. S. B. Vol. XLV, Pt. I, 1876, p. 292, and Pl. V, fig. 6. 
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Between the lines of the obverse inscription the Kalimah was 
written, while between the lines of the reverse were to come the name 
of the mint and the year of jalús and the Hijri year. These gold coins 
were of 100, 50, 20, and 10 tolahs. I have never seen one, and never 
heard of one being in existence. The words Aftab-t Mamlakat give 
the date 1014 A. H., the date of Jahangir’s lst year. 

The first mention of a Persian month I find on a beautiful mohur 
(square) of Jahéngir’s. The month is Abdn and the year 5, Mint Agra. 


Oby. é Bins àJ db 3) å Kw %5 hT 5H 9 
Rev. sol St ott She iol yy sls Ies 


i. e., ‘In the month of Abán the shadow of God, Shah Núru-d-dín, 
son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin at Agré. 1019 A. H., the oth 
year of jalis.’ 

This mohur is in my cabinet. Mr. Theobald of Bedford has a 
duplicate. 

Another couplet of the same year has the month Bahman and mint 
Láhor. My coin is a round rupee, several duplicates are known. 


Oby. ay! åo OE wee glo Jò ow aY y) è w 


i. e., ‘In the month of Bahman the gold of Lahor became like the lu- 
minous moon, in the reign of Shah Núru-d-dín Jahangir, son of Akbar 
Shah. 1019 A. H., 5th year.’ 

Two square rupees in my cabinet have the month Isfandármuz of 


the 5th year. The first is of the Agra mint, the second of Láhor, both 
ant WON) 


Obv. 4373 0} gst yo ty AS Cyl goait yg ò 
Rev. gl sle ot philya sla geg slips t19 


av. e€ ‘In the month of Isfandármuz the Monarch of the age, Shah 


Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, has stamped this coin on gold at Agra. 
1019 A. H., 5th year.’ 


Obv. DN SPLE aw yal AoA Ral jò ò 
Rev. tsh o ble 3l3 pa gland ch TITE 

t. e., ‘In the month of Isfandármuz the Monarch of the people, Sháh 
Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin on gold at Lahor. 1019 
A. H., 5th year.’ 

I have two other square rupees of Láhor mintage. 


The months are 
Tir and Urdibihisht, the years 6 and 1020. 
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Obv. sja bass ext oF yY jo) shy 
Rev. _pa5} lw cyst pe gd Ao was sly 

2. e., ‘In the month of Tir the king, the Defender of the faith, Shah 

Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin on gold at Lahor,’ 
Obv. p57? y ppt yd Sow ul othe Cody s! £0 
Rev. ot eM wt plea xls wlej glans pc 

i. e., ‘In the month of Urdibihisht the Monarch of the age, Shah 
Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this com on gold at Lahor.’ 

One beautiful mohur which is in my cabinet has the month Farwardin. 
It is of the Agra mint and the years 6 and 1020. 

Obv. A eye 28S olin) oT 43 errr ` 
Rev. SI sls yt phils gle aS 3) tepe 

i. e., ‘In the month of Farwardin the gold of Agrå became luminous 
like a star by the light of the stamp of Sháh Jahángír, son of Akbar 
Shah. 1020 A. H., 6th year.’ 

Thus it will be seen that the names of six of the Persian months ` 
are here woven into the couplets. I daresay the other six months are 
to be found. These are all I have as yet seen after twenty years of 
search. 

Some of the finest rupees and mohurs of Jahángír have on them the 
following couplet :— 

Obry. gy ES 3a TEEST 3) Bona Vota 

Rev. gldgle ot yt ra edh) sls : ô 

‘The king who is the refuge of the world, Shah Núru-d-dín 
J E ei, son of Akbar Shah, stamped this coin in the city of Agráå. 
1018 A. H., 5th year.’ 

This is on a mohur. On a rupee I have the years are 4 and 1017. 
The mint is Agrá on both. The following substitutes Kábul for Agra, 
and the years are 6 and 1020. This is in my cabinet. 


Obv. shy es ope LS yè Jò 3) Ŝu {ore 
Rev. sie ob pS! wt pile emt yg sie ` 


i. e ‘The king who is the refuge of the world, Shah Núru-d-dín 
Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, has stamped this coin on gold in the city 
of Kábul. 1020 A. H., 6th year.’ 

A remarkably fine rupee has 

Obv. 999 jð 392 SBG ty ab aon I” 
Rev. gpd Sno Ske xlee ely ferv 
i. e, ‘ May the coin of Lahor be current in the world in the name of 


Jahangir Shah, as long as the sky is revolving. 1027 A. H., 13th year.’ 
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A rupee in the ‘possession of J. D. Tremlett, Esq., has the following 
unique couplet. The mint is Láhor, and the years are 6 and 1020. 


Obv. axl & 0 Hoy Xd Yy CESES (ore 
A $. a Eer SA 


i.e. ‘In the month of Farwardin the gold of Láhor became an 
object of jealousy to the bright moon through the hght of the stamh of 
Jahangir Shah, the son of Akbar Shah.’ 

Three rupees in my small collection have the following couple’ 
Zarb-i-Ahmadabad comes along with the first line, and Tir 2, Di 5 and 
Azar 5 along with the second, one month and year on each rupee. 

Obv. PEERS. Ka SL St ka SLloasal yd 
Rev, ysi siè pales wlblo lh rs-a Us? = è oT 

i. e., ‘The lord of the kingdom, Salim Shah, Sultan (son of) Akbar 
Shah, put a stamp on gold.’ 

The following is common enough. I have four or five rupees’ 
with it. 

Oby. áJ wlalre p) Afos yo ò) asw 
Rev. BIS ob aSt Eyl aha WI hs) glad 

a. e, ‘Shah Nuru-d-din Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, stamped 
the coin through the blessings of God, at Ahmadabad.’ z 

My ie has only one rupee with the following couplet, without 
a year, the mint i is Allot L 

i Oby. >LT y a DI Aiad 
Rev. l ers) HLS aSa gle cË) 
` “May the brightness of the gold and the coin of Allahábád be 
Minsi in aie name of Jahangir Shah, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 
_ The following is also in my cabinet. It is of the Ajmir mint, and 
the years are 9 and.1023. 
Sen Oby. D ESR, kG peels 5 y? ake 
; Rev, St sl& g Sila eË 935 
‘The gold coin became the light of the world at Ajmir hey the 
light tite: name of Jahangir Shah, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 

The Qandahar rupees of Jahangir are of two kinds: those with 
Iláhí years and Persian months, and those with the following :— 

i Oby; ma > oÑ looss a 
Rev. D St- pi ha 3I 


a. e., ‘The coin of m goare pie through J Jahángír Shih, 
(son of) Ake Shah,’ 
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I have rupees of several years.. They are all coarsely but deeply 
cut. .A: round mohur struck at Ahmadabad is given by Marsden. I 
obtained a similar one for Government last year, but the years were 
different. Marsden’s PI. xli, fig. DCOCLXXI, has l4 and 1028. The 
ronda IS as follows :— i 
Obv. aeh osk vel cat 

Rey. Sire! spo sea Gyre 
, Ula So pe 
pepa Skee 
e., ‘Oh God, may the coin of Ahmadabad be current in the East 
and the West as long as the world exists. 1028 A. H., year 14.’ ` 
A small Dehli mohur in my cabinet: has this couplet :— 


Rev. as ch) uós Al ò) clt Eda) 


i.e, ‘Jahangir Shah stamped the coin of triumph and victory at 
Dehli through the abundance of the favour of God.’ 

My cabinet furnishes another Ahmadabad rupee of great beauty. 
Years are 12 and 1027. The couplet is :— ' 

Oby. oly al did) wA yi He ahaa Cyd | 

Rev. ols slog bilge als C835 tory r ceyla KOS 2 

i. e ‘May this gold (coin) be always current in the seven climes 
of the world through the impression of the name of Jahangir Shah, 
the monarch of the world. Stamped at Ahmadabad, 1027, year 12.’ 

I have also a poor one without years and wink only portions of the 
couplet on it. 

The town of Mandu in the 12th year of Jahángír, Gee T020 A H. 
had mohurs struck in it with the following bait, which I fail to ar- 
range properly :— 


Obv. gla Eon e5 gaie Eks i < r 
Rev. gle y IIT se yY ODS siy Š Ir 


i. e, ‘May the coin of Mandú through the name of Jahangir, give 
light to the world like the sun and the moon. 1026, year 12. 
Ajmir figures largely as a mint in Jahdngir’s time’ Here is another 
couplet from a mohur of that mint :— 
Oby. 84y edo Bld jrsat yo AKo al a 5 
Rev. SRo Cit Ske Got yy) slo (to EIT. 
qe. “The king Ntru-d-din Jahangir, son of Akbar Shah, the 
defender of the faith, stamped this coin on gold at Ajmir, 1025, year 11.’ 
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Some of the most beautiful coins of Jahangir were struck in Lá- 
hor. The following couplet is on several rupees in my cabinet :— 
Obv. yY aan con! ob sires (rq 
Rev. jp pS slo pSila sls Pi) 
i. e., ‘ May there always be brightness on the face of the coin of Lahor 


through the name of Jahangir Shah, (son of) Akbar. 1029, year 15.’ 
I have two rupees of Agra with the following couplet :—. 


Obv. BI cyto ost 
Rev. ast 8R gle ahem ji 

ù. e., ‘The face of gold received adornment at Agra through Jahan- 
gir Shah, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 

The years are 17 and 18, but with the same A. H. 1082. 

This is the couplet which occupies one side of the zodiacal coins 
of Jahangir struck in Agra. There is, however, one exception. The 
mohur with Taurus on it (the full sized one) has the following :— 

p yy to ST Su 
ast gla gla lee 5 

i. e, ‘The coin of Agra gave adornment to gold through Jahangir 
Shah, (son of) Akbar Shah.’ 

The Ahmadabad zodiacal coins have a somewhat different couplet :— 

yxy ole ty olf Ova! 3 
I slah lS Sle 

t. e. ‘Jahangir Shah, son of Akbar Shah, gave adornment to the 
gold of Ahmadabad.’ 

The couplet on the mohurs and rupees of Núr Jahan, the beautiful 
wife of Jahangir, is well-known. I give it a place in this collection :— 

Obv. Jat) Ove wal Sie glo asc? 
Rev. g phy aldol olka oy) pts 

t. e., ‘By the order of Jahangir Shah gold received a hundred adorn- 
ments through the name of Nurjahan the chief Queen.’ 

My cabinet contains rupees of his struck at Ahmadabad, Patna, 
Lahor, and Agra. A mohur I have of her’s has on each side a mahrábť 
lozenge, one of which contains ob! seal wy and the other 4 -py dim 
orya die re. One line of the couplet occupies the spaces above and 
below the lozenge. 

For the following couplet I am indebted to the author of Mukh- 
tasar Kair-i-Gulshan-i-Hind, p. 67. It is on a rupee of Burhánpúr. 
I have only Iláhí rupees with Persian months of this mint. 
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Obv. BUY arto Bl ggg oley sejo a Kew 
Rev. Blasts ASE ol poke EHO 93. gles 
i. e ‘The king Jahdngir, son of Akbar Shah, the defender of the 
faith, stamped the coin in the city of Burhanpur.’ 
On the Bacchanalian mohur of Jahangir are two couplets. The 
one along with the enthroned drinking king is as follows :— 
pile sů waa oe 


i. e., ‘ Fates have drawn the picture of his Majesty, the king Jahangir, 
on the coin of gold.’ 

The other side of the coin has the sun in a square in the centre. 
To the right is 9 diw wato ls To the leftis Jere peal yd 

Above is the first line of the following couplet, and below the second 
one :— 

st SUE, Sle dya 
sig dd sae so U5 yy 5 

i. e., ‘The letters in the word Jahangir and those in Alláhu Akbar, 
are equal in number since the first day.’ 

The meaning of this last couplet is that the letters in the word 
Jahángír Šla and those in 45! si have the same numerical value 
in reckoning by the Abjad system. Thus g=3, 8 = 5, | = l, w 50, 
eects — 10, =] 200. Total 289, Again! = 1, J = 30, J = 
TaN = 1S — 205 = 2} = 200. Total 289. 

The couplet may be freely translated thus :— 

The letters in Jahangir’s name, 
And in that of God the Greatest 
From the first day have one value had, 
And shall have to the latest. 

There is, I suspect, more than one sees on the surface here ;—a sly 
attempt to make himself equal with God, seeing the letters of the name 
of the king and of God were of the same numerical value. This coin 
was struck in Ajmir probably during the time Sir Thomas Roe was 
resident there. Sir Thomas tells us how Jahangir lived and how, when 
he was very drunk, he could discuss religious subjects. Probably this 
couplet was made for the king by some of his flattering courtiers. As 
the manufacture of Tarikhs has always been a favourite one with poets, 
it need not surprise us that this couplet was made. The poet must 
have known the numerical value of every word. 

I have given above about 30 coin couplets. They are as a rule pure 
poetic rubbish. But they show how the penny-a-liner of the day 

D ; 
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(I strongly suspect they got more than a penny a line) could patch up 
into a couplet the king’s name and titles, and that of the mint town, 
and sometimes of the month. They show culture of a certain kind, 
though certainly not of a high or elevating order. They are pure ori- 
ental flattery. I daresay there are in other collections rupees and 
mohurs bearing other couplets. I have had access to few cabinets other 
than my own, which represents the meagre collection made by me in 
twenty years. 

I wish I could have given figures of the coins. They (the coins) are 
in my opinion better made than those of any other Muhammadan 
country, except perhaps the coins of the early Khalifahs and those of 
Muhammad Tughlaq. As arule each side of the coin has one line of 
the couplet on it. There was ample room. In some cases, however, 
both the lines come on one side. Even then every letter is perfect. 
It is evident die-sinking and seal-cutting were arts in which the artists 
of Jahdngir’s time excelled. 

The couplet went out of fashion on coins in the time of Shah Jahan. 
Aurangzib revived it and Jahándár Shah and Rafi’u-d-Darajat and 
’ Azim Sháh, and Kam Bakhsh and the blind Shah ’Alam used couplets, 
as did the Durranis. 

On a zodiacal rupee of Jahangir, an imprint of which was made by 
General Cunningham at Lucknow in 1840, and which is now in my 
possession I find the following quite new couplet :— 


3) 5 Ces BOI} 9,? packs 
IFA i xlB gls Õle als si 
i.e., ‘The gold coin became bright at Fathpúr through the light of 
the name of Jahangir Shah, (the son) of Akbar Shah, 1028.’ 
The reverse has uncer the sign of the zodiac 
Ure [je w 
This coin is in every way remarkable. It is the only zodiacal coin 
struck at Fathpur that I know of. All given in Marsden were struck 
at either Agra or Ahmadabad. It is not a forgery, for the letters, the 


weak point in forgeries, are as beautiful as those on the very best coins 
of Jahangir. 


the goat, Capricornus, 


